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inequities in the path-
ways to higher education 
in most European coun-
tries (Margison, 2016; Van den Broek et al., 
2022)

• Students whose parents did not go to higher education, dis-
abled students or students with a bicultural background are 
less likely to enter higher education in the Netherlands.

• If they do reach HE, they more often use alternative path-
ways.

• Identifying students’ perceptions, and possible di� erences in 
them, could help us improve our knowledge as to why some 
students within the same opportunity structure nonetheless 
di� er in their pathways to higher education (Merton, 1995; Voigt, 2007; 

Schoons & Lyons- Amos, 2016).

1) How do students perceive their path to higher educa-
tion? 
2) To what extent do students from various social back-
grounds di� er in these perceptions? 

RQ:

NEXT STEP

di� erences in perceptions 
of the opportunities and 
obstacles on the path to 
higher education?

Questionnaire (N = 613) administered among students 
in the semi-final year of secondary education, in 18 dif-
ferent schools throughout the Netherlands • group analysis to answer RQ2: do students 

from various social backgrounds di� er?
• learn more about students’ perceptions 

through other items asked, i.e. diverse path-
ways we asked them to rate in terms of attrac-
tiveness and success probability
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